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Readings: Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion | USCCB 

 

You must strengthen your brothers 

When the devil (diabolos) had finished every temptation, he 

departed from him for a time. 

Those were the words at the end of the gospel the first week of lent 

after the temptations in the desert. Since then, we have seen how these 

forces of diabolos were hidden within society, and today, as we near the 

end of the gospel and enter Jerusalem, after a time, diabolos is finally 

back in a very direct way, this time, as satan…  

Where diabolos means the forces of evil that try to throw off the 

plan to pour out God’s mercy on the world, satan means the one who 

plots against another, who becomes an obstacle for the other. 

It was not included in the reading, but we are told a few verses 

before that “satan entered Judas, who went to the chief priests and 

temple guards to discuss a plan for handing him over to them.” Satan 

was now after each of the disciples. If the forces of evil within society 

were not successful in stopping the manifestation of God’s mercy, surely 

satan would be by turning those closest to Jesus to plot against him. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/041022.cfm
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Knowing this Jesus warned Simon “Simon, behold satan has demanded 

to sift all of you like wheat… but I have prayed that your own faith may 

not fail… so that you must strengthen your brothers…” 

What Jesus is doing, and what we celebrate in Holy Week, is how 

Jesus brings to the world this faith, a faith so powerful it can move 

mountains – it can overcome the power of diabolos and satan in our so 

that sin may have no authority over us. This is what God had desired 

long ago. 

In the Old Testament, God established a covenant where he 

appointed kings, priests, and prophets to bring about God’s presence 

on earth. 

Kings were charged with keeping social justice among the people 

of God so that they could be a light to other nations. Kings were to 

exercise not their own power, but to remind people of God’s power.  

Priests were charged with performing sacrifices that made it 

possible for people to dwell in the presence of God. They were to 

remind people of God’s mercy and God’s desire to be with them. 
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 Prophets were God’s covenant representatives, charged with 

reminding people of God’s unending faithfulness to the covenant and 

inspire faith so they too would remain faithful to God.  

But… diabolos and satan kept interfering and not allowing God’s 

covenant to come to fruition.  

 Kings went to war as they relied on their own political and military 

power and not the power of God, bringing Israel into competition with 

other nations.  

 Priests exploited the fears of the people for their own benefits: they 

tied up heavy loads on people’s shoulders but themselves did not lift a 

finger to help them.  

 Prophets tried to remind people that God was not a competitor, that 

God was merciful, but when they came called humanity back to 

conversion and inspire faith, they were killed.  

 Jesus had to take over covenant leadership, there was no other 

choice, only he could be the king, priest and prophet who could 

overcome these forces of evil and establish a new reign on earth which 

he now shares with us.   
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In holy week, we remember how Jesus brings forth the new 

covenant through three actions, and now shares these responsibilities 

with each one of use with us under a new reign, under the power of the 

Holy Spirit to which no evil can overcome.   

The first action we celebrate today: Jesus comes into Jerusalem as 

king, but unlike previous kings, he comes as one who is humble, fully 

submissive to the Father, where power is measured in his wiliness to 

serve others, not to be served and lord over them with military and 

political might. In the new covenant, the greatest will be the last. 

The second action comes in the cleansing of the temple where 

Jesus becomes prophet, calling people to conversion. It would have 

happened on Tuesday of Holy Week but we do not celebrate it out of 

respect for our Jewish friends. In this action, Jesus casts out of the 

temple those who were exploiting the poor, making it clear that personal 

religious practices without the care for the vulnerable means nothing, 

faith without works are dead. In the new covenant, every individual has 

gifts important for the community, no one is above another, a priest is no 

more special than the widow, all are equal. 
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The third action was the celebration of the Passover with the 

disciples, what we will celebrate on holy Thursday. Jesus takes over the 

priestly covenant and conveys God to us in a way no priest had ever 

done before – by sacrificing not an animal, not another human, but 

himself. He is so confident that God’s love has the power to overcome 

these forces of evil, that he was willing to experience the worsts of 

human suffering and transform it into new life. In the new covenant, as 

we partake on the Eucharist, we take on the mission of offering 

ourselves as priests for the renewal of humanity.  

As we near the end of our Lenten journey with Luke’s gospel, 

remember his own mission: he wrote this for us, to convince us that the 

mercy of God is present to all and for all. He wrote this gospel the way 

he did so that we may trust in the power of God through the leadership 

of the Church as Jesus continually prayed for Simon Peter, and to trust 

in the power of our own baptism which unites us to her. We are a people 

led by the Spirit, the people of the new and everlasting covenant.  

In one week, we will renew our baptismal promises, we will say 

yes, we choose to accept this mission, to be kings   mission of being 

Kings, Prophets and Priests in a society that in in desperate need of 
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God’s mercy. We will reject satan and profess our faith in the 

resurrection.   

Jesus continues to pray for us as he did for Simon Peter, “I have 

prayed that your own faith may not fail… you must strengthen your 

brothers…” 


